
   
A l l  G o o d  T h i n g s

   N ove m b e r  i s  a  c r a z y  b u sy  t i m e  b u t  a s  t h e  t i t l e
s t a t e s ,  i t ’s  b u sy  w i t h  “ a l l  g o o d  t h i n g s ” .  O n e  o f  t h e
m a i n  t h i n g s  t h i s  m o n t h  b r i n g s  u s  t o  i s  t h e  i m p o r t a n t
c o n ve r s a t i o n s  t h a t  w e  g e t  t o  e n j oy  w i t h  yo u  a t
Pa r e n t  Te a c h e r  C o n f e r e n c e s  o n  N ov.  1 0 t h  &  1 3 t h .  We
wa n t  t o  c e l e b r a t e  yo u r  w o n d e r f u l  c h i l d ,  s h a r e  t h e
g r o w t h  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  ex p e r i e n c e d  s o  f a r  a s  w e l l  a s
c h a l l e n g e  s o m e  a r e a s  f o r  f u t u r e  g r o w t h .  P l u s ,  w e
wa n t  t o  h e a r  f r o m  yo u !  W h a t  q u e s t i o n s  d o  yo u  h a ve
f o r  u s?  We  t r u l y  s e e  t h i s  a s  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  a n d  l o o k
f o r wa r d  t o  t h e s e  b r i e f  b u t  va l u a b l e  m e e t i n g s .  S e e
yo u  s o o n !
                          M r.  C ox
                          P r i n c i p a l

N E W A Y G O  E L E M

November
Newsletter

W E L C O M E  T O  O U R

N O V  2 0 2 5

Nov 10  Conferences/Book Fair
Nov 13  Conferences/Book Fair
Nov 26  Half-Day of school
Nov 27/28  Thanksgiving Break!

Important Dates:
O f f i c e  N o t e s :

W h e n  m a k i n g  a  d i s m i s s a l
p l a n  c h a n g e ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  t h e
o f f i c e  n o  l a t e r  t h a n  2 : 3 0.
T h i s  p r ov i d e s  t h e  n e e d e d  t o
t i m e  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  t h e
c h a n g e .  T h a n k  yo u !



M o r n i n g  D ro p  O f f  I m p rove m e n t s :

I f  yo u  a re  a  p a re n t  t h at  c h o o s e s  to  d ro p  o f f  yo u r  st u d e n t (s )  i n  t h e
m o r n i n g  yo u  p ro b a b l y  h ave  n ot i c e d  s o m e  ex t r a  at te n t i o n  b e i n g  g i ve n
to  o u r  p ro c e d u re s  a n d  t r a f f i c  f l ow.  We  wa n t  to  t h a n k  t h e  N ewaygo
C i t y  Po l i c e  fo r  t h e i r  a s s i st a n c e  w i t h  a  t r a f f i c  st u d y  t h at  wa s
c o n d u cte d  to  a n a l y z e  h ow  i m p rove m e n t s  c a n  b e  m a d e  i n  t h e  tot a l
a m o u n t  o f  t i m e  i t  wa s  t a k i n g  fo r  a  fa m i l y  to  m a ke  i t  t h ro u g h  t h e
d ro p - o f f  l i n e .

T h e  go o d  n ew s  i s  t h at  w i t h  s o m e  m i n o r  c h a n ge s  t h e  tot a l  d ro p - o f f
ex p e r i e n c e  h a s  b e c o m e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  fa ste r  by  s eve r a l  m i n u te s .  T h e
ot h e r  m a j o r  d et a i l  wo r t h  n ot i n g  i s  t h at  i t  t a ke s  eve r yo n e  wo r k i n g
toget h e r  to  m a i n t a i n  t h i s  i m p rove m e n t .  H e re  i s  a  b re a kd ow n  o n  w h at
t h at  l o o ks  l i ke  a n d  h ow  yo u  c a n  h e l p :

We  a re  u n l o a d i n g  a s  m a ny  a s  e i g h t  ve h i c l e s  at  a  t i m e  st a r t i n g  at
t h e  f l a g p o l e  a n d  go i n g  a l l  t h e  way  a ro u n d  t h e  c i rc l e .  S o  a s  yo u
a p p ro a c h  t h e  f l a g p o l e ,  p l e a s e  h ave  yo u r  “ go o d - bye s ” ,  l ove  yo u ” ,
a n d  “ h ave  a  g re at  d ay ”  ro u t i n e  a l l  s et  s o  yo u r  st u d e n t  i s  re a d y  to
ex i t  t h e  ve h i c l e  a s  s o o n  a s  yo u  c o m e  to  a  sto p .  T h i s  e n s u re s  a
q u i c ke r  u n l o a d i n g  p ro c e s s .
A s  yo u  a p p ro a c h ,  p l e a s e  b e  watc h i n g  fo r  t h e  c o n t i n u e d
a d va n c e m e n t  o f  c a r s  a l l  t h e  way  u p  to  t h e  p u r p l e  c o n e .  T h i s
a l l ow s  u s  to  c o n t i n u e  to  u n l o a d  e i g h t  c a r s  e a c h  “ ro u n d ” .
I f  yo u  a re  s o m e o n e  w h o  p re fe r s  to  p a r k  a n d  wa l k  yo u r  c h i l d  u p  to
t h e  s c h o o l  ( w h i c h  i s  f i n e ) ,  p l e a s e  b e  m i n d f u l  to  p a r k  i n  a n  a ct u a l
p a r k i n g  s p a c e ,  a n d  a s  yo u  l e ave  d o  yo u r  b e st  to  n ot  h o l d  u p  t h e
f l ow  o f  t h e  t r a f f i c  l o o p .

We  a p p re c i ate  yo u r  p at i e n c e  a n d  go o d  w i l l  a s  we  c o n st a n t l y  rev i ew
a n d  re f l e ct  o n  p ro c e d u re s  t h at  i m p a ct  t h e  ove r a l l  s c h o o l  ex p e r i e n c e !

               F i re st a r te r s  fo r  S a l e !
D e a r  N E S  Fa m i l i e s ,
T h e  Af te r  S c h o o l  P rog r a m  S t u d e n t s  h ave  b e e n  wo r k i n g  h a rd  to  m a ke
f i re st a r te r s !  O u r  p ro d u ct  w i l l  b e  re a d y  to  s e l l  d u r i n g  c o n fe re n c e s .
We  a re  l e a r n i n g  n ew  vo c a b u l a r y  wo rd s  l i ke  m ate r i a l s ,  p ro d u ct ,
s u p p l y  a n d  d e m a n d .  I f  yo u  a re  i n te re ste d ,  sto p  by  t h e  t a b l e  to  l e a r n
m o re  a n d  m a ke  a  p u rc h a s e .  Yo u  c a n  p u rc h a s e  2  fo r  $ 1 .0 0.  A l l  p ro f i t s
w i l l  b e  s p l i t  b et we e n  a n  i c e  c re a m  p a r t y  a n d  Love  I n c .
S i n c e re l y,   
T h e  A S P  S t u d e n t s



4  Grade Reading Lessons Come
Alive

th

As part of our 4th Grade CKLA Amplify
unit, we read several chapters from
Small Steps by Peg Kerhret — an
inspiring true story about Peg’s
experience with polio and her incredible
determination to recover. During our
reading, we explored literary techniques
such as similes, metaphors, sensory
details and dialogue to better understand
how authors bring their stories to life. We
celebrated our learning with chocolate
milkshakes — just like the ones that
helped bring down Peg’s fever when she
was sick — and played a variety of
games, especially Candy Land, which
was originally created by a teacher for
children recovering from polio. It was a
fun and meaningful way to honor Peg’s
story and celebrate how far we’ve all
come! 

2  G r a d e r s  E n j oy  n d

F i e l d  Tr i p

  
Second graders recently enjoyed an

educational field trip to Heritage Farm,
where hands-on activities brought
classroom learning to life. Students

learned about elk and bison during an
interactive hayride, deepening their

understanding of animal habitats and
conservation. They watched apple cider
being made, connecting science lessons

to real-world processes, and enjoyed
tasting the fresh cider. Navigating the
corn maze and participating in yard
games encouraged problem-solving,

teamwork, and physical activity. The day
was filled with fun and meaningful

experiences that sparked curiosity and
made lasting memories.



S et t i n g  t h e  S t a ge
 A f te r  m o re  t h a n  a  d e c a d e  o f  st a b i l i t y  a n d  i m p rove m e n t s  i n
c h i l d re n ’s  m e n t a l  h e a l t h ,  r a te s  o f  d e p re s s i o n ,  a n x i et y,  s e l f  h a r m
a n d  s u i c i d e  s u d d e n l y  s k y ro c kete d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  20 1 0 ' s .  W hy  t h e
e a r l y  20 1 0 ' s?   D r .  H a i d t  ex p l a i n s  t h at  b et we e n  20 1 0  a n d  20 1 5  t h e
s o c i a l  l i ve s  o f  o u r  te e n s / p re - te e n s  m ove d  l a rge l y  o n to
s m a r t p h o n e s  w i t h  c o n t i n u o u s  a c c e s s  to  s o c i a l  m e d i a ,  o n l i n e
g a m i n g ,  a n d  ot h e r  i n te r n et  b a s e d  a ct i v i t i e s .  T h i s  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e
b e g a n  t h e  s h a r p  t r a n s i t i o n  f ro m  a  p l ay - b a s e d  c h i l d h o o d  to  a
p h o n e - b a s e d  c h i l d h o o d .  T h i s  “ G re at  Rew i r i n g ”  o f  o u r  c h i l d re n ’s
c h i l d h o o d ,  h a s  s e r i o u s  (a n d  s c a r y )  i m p l i c at i o n s  fo r  t h e i r
d eve l o p i n g  b r a i n s .  H ow  d o e s  a  p h o n e - b a s e d  c h i l d h o o d  i n te r fe re
w i t h  c h i l d  d eve l o p m e n t ?  We  w i l l  t a ke  a  l o o k  at  t h i s  n ex t  m o n t h !

“Growing”  our  K ids !
We  h ave  t a l ke d  a b o u t  t h e  b o o k ,  T h e  A n x i o u s  G e n e r at i o n  a s  t h e

fo u n d at i o n  fo r  s o m e  o f  t h e  n ew  i n i t i a t i ve s  we  h ave  i n t ro d u c e d  t h i s
ye a r .  W h i l e  we  st i l l  h i g h l y  re c o m m e n d  re a d i n g  t h i s  t r a n s fo r m at i ve

b o o k ,  we  a l s o  k n ow  t h at  yo u  a re  s u p e r  b u sy.   T h e re fo re ,  ove r  t h e  n ex t
few  n ew s l et te r s ,  we  w i l l  h i g h l i g h t  a n d  s u m m a r i z e  d i f fe re n t  p a r t s  o f

t h e  b o o k  t h at  m ay  b e  m o st  h e l p f u l  fo r  yo u  a s  p a re n t s .  



Parent Guidance
Mental Health Resources 

Ways to Build Your Child’s Confidence

Newaygo Elementary School and Parent Guidance.org are partnering to bring families resources to help with
parenting, mental health, navigating school and more. This month NES will be focusing on helping families
building their child’s confidence. 

Foster a Growth Mindset
a.Encourage Effort and Resilience: Teach your child that effort and persistence are more important

than inherent talent. Encourage them to tackle challenging tasks and praise their efforts rather than
just their achievements. Remind them, “I can do hard things,” and share stories of times when you or
others have succeeded through perseverance.

b.Model Growth-Oriented Language: Use language that promotes growth. For instance, when your child
faces a difficult task, say things like, “What did you learn from this experience?” or “How would you
approach this differently next time?

Create Playful and Creative Opportunities
a.Engage in Play: Dedicate time to play with your children. This can involve imaginative play, playing

sports, or participating in creative activities like drawing or building. These interactions help children
develop social skills, improve hand-eye coordination, and stimulate their imagination.

b. Integrate Play into Daily Activities: Incorporate playful elements into routine tasks. For example, turn
tidying up into a game by setting a timer and seeing who can pick up the most items. This not only
makes chores more enjoyable but also strengthens your bond with your child.

Develop Emotional Resilience
a.Acknowledge and Honor Emotions: Encourage your child to express their feelings and validate their

emotions. Ask them, “What are you feeling right now?” and listen attentively. Teach them that it’s
okay to feel sad, angry, or frustrated and that these feelings are part of the human experience.

b.Guide Emotional Regulation: Help your child learn to manage their emotions by discussing different
ways to cope with stress and setbacks. Share techniques like deep breathing, journaling, or talking
about their feelings with a trusted adult.

Families can access additional parentguidance.org resources on our school website newaygo.net



P a r e n t  T i p s  f o r  D e v e l o p i n g  V o c a b u l a r y  B y  M r s .  H r e h a

    O u r  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  i s  wo r k i n g  to  g row  yo u r  c h i l d ’s  vo c a b u l a r y
k n ow l e d ge .   E a c h  c l a s s ro o m  d e d i c ate s  i n st r u ct i o n a l  t i m e  to
te a c h i n g  n ew  vo c a b u l a r y  wo rd s  a c ro s s  a l l  c o n te n t  a re a s .   Yo u r
c h i l d re n  a re  o f f i c i a l  WO R D  C O L L E CTO R S  j u st  l i ke  J e ro m e !

    B y  te a c h i n g  st u d e n t s  t h e  wo rd s  t h ey  re a d  i n  b o o ks ,  i t  w i l l  h e l p
t h e m  to  b et te r  u n d e r st a n d  w h at  t h ey  a re  l e a r n i n g  i n  s c h o o l .  Yo u  c a n
te a c h  yo u r  c h i l d  n ew  vo c a b u l a r y  wo rd s  to o .  

H e re  a re  a  few  t i p s :

U s e  m a t u r e  l a n g u a g e  a r o u n d  yo u r  c h i l d .   Yo u r  c h i l d  w i l l  n ot
l e a r n  n ew  wo rd s  i f  yo u  d o n ’ t  u s e  n ew  wo rd s .  “ I  d r e a d  go i n g  to
t h e  h a u n te d  h o u s e ! ”

W h e n  re a d i n g  to  o r  w i t h  yo u r  c h i l d ,  ex p l a i n  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  n e w
w o r d s  u s i n g  c h i l d - f r i e n d l y  d e f i n i t i o n s .   J u st  p l o p  t h at  m e a n i n g
r i g h t  i n to  t h e  c o nve r s at i o n .   Fo r  ex a m p l e :  “J i m i ny  C r i c ket  wa s
P i n o c c h i o ’s  c o n s c i e n c e .  Yo u r  c o n s c i e n c e  i s  yo u r  vo i c e  i n s i d e . ”

F i n a l l y,  r e v i s i t  w o r d s  t h at  yo u  wa n t  yo u r  c h i l d re n  to  k n ow.   Fo c u s
o n  u s i n g  t h e m  w h i l e  s p e a k i n g  o r  w r i t i n g .   C e l e b r ate  a n d
re c og n i z e  yo u r  c h i l d  fo r  t h e  m o m e n t s  w h e n  h e /s h e  u s e s  n ew
vo c a b u l a r y  wo rd s !

   



N eway go  E l e m e nt a r y  w i l l  b e  c o l l e c t i n g  f o o d
d o n at i o ns  f o r  h u n g r y  f a m i l i es  a g a i n  t h i s  N ov e m b e r !
Yo u r  c h i l d  m ay  b r i n g  f o o d  i t e ms  t o  h i s / h e r
c l as s ro o m !
A s  a  p a re nt ,  t h i s  i s  a  g reat  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a l k  w i t h
y o u r  c h i l d  a b o ut  t h e  p os i t iv e  i m p a ct  h e / s h e  i s  h av i n g
o n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y.   S o m et i m es  c h i l d re n  n e e d  t o  h ea r
t h at  t h e  s m a l l est  v o i c es  ca n  h av e  a  B I G  i m p a ct !

 



The annual  pumpkin  character  contest  happened again  th is  year
at  Newaygo E lementary  School .    Students and fami l ies  created
over  200  marvelous works of  art  based upon some of  the i r
favor i te  book characters.    In  addit ion ,  th is  year  we  a lso inv i ted
the  community  to  vote  for  the i r  favor i tes.  The  fo l lowing are  the
2025  w inners :

Community  w inners :  
                  K indergarten :  Anthony Puschkar,  
                  F i rst  grade :  Emma Sanchez,  
                  Second grade :  Ar ianna Parra ,  
                  Th i rd  grade :  L i l ianna Slater,  and 
                  Fourth  grade :  Nataly  Johnson.    

School  w inners :  
                  K indergarten :  Anthony Pushckar  & L i ly  G i les ,  
                  F i rst  grade :  Hal  Emelander  & Kaxton Brandt ,  
                  Second grade :  L i l ly  Waff le  & Ryan Blenman,  
                  Th i rd  grade :  P iper  Ne lson & Ty Schutter,  and 
                  Fourth  grade :  Kyrston Harro ld  & Penny Crane .

Thank you to  the  community  for  making th is  pumpkin  contest  so
amazing and we can not  wait  to  see  what  you create  next  year !  


